
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 9th JANUARY 2017 AT ELLESMERE TOWN HALL

Present:    
Cllr S Palmer



Cllr I Ward



Cllr D Bevan


Cllr Mrs K Egerton 


Cllr Mrs P Clubbe



Cllr G Dyke


Cllr K Follington


Cllr C Hesketh





Cllr B Williams



Cllr R Swanston



Cllr J Gargiulo



Mrs M Joyce  (Clerk)





No members of the public were present. 





197
Chairman’s Welcome and Opening Remarks

Cllr Palmer opened the meeting at 7:45pm.  

198
Public Question Time - No members of the public were present.
199
To receive Apologies and/or note absences: Apologies received from Cllr J Baker which were duly accepted by the Council. 
200
Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations – none received.
201
Update - Ellesmere Area Local Joint Committee - Cllr Mrs K Egerton: LJC Meeting at 5:30pm tomorrow. Public meeting scheduled for 15th February.  
202  
Community Policing – to include: 

a) Local reports: nothing new to report.  Email correspondence from Inspector received.  No representative has attended a Meeting.  Cllr Bevan reported continuing poaching problem in Criftins. The police have been informed and photographic evidence has been obtained but no action appears to have been taken.  Clerk to relay this information to the local force and Commissioner (wildlife division).  
203
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting held on 12th December 2016 - To confirm the minutes – Councillors confirmed and received the Minutes.  Cllr Swanston proposed the Minutes to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed.  Resolved.  The Chair duly signed the Minutes. 
204
Matters arising from the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 12th December 2016 - no items brought forward for further attention.
205
Play area - Dudleston Heath  - no report available
AGENDA 9th January 2017(Cont’d)

206
Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings attended

No meetings attended.  

207
Joint Neighbourhood Plan – Meeting date scheduled for 23rd January 2017
208
Unitary Councillors’ Question Time - No report 

209
Ward Matters


(Cllr Davenport joined the meeting.)
 
(a) Dudleston

Many potholes are appearing.  Councillors discussed low quality of in-filling. Potholes noted Brook Cottage B5068 Hawthorn Estate and Walford House.  Several locally have been marked with blue – noted. Cllr Gargiulo reported both ends of her road had been closed.
(b) Dudleston Heath – Cllr Ward reported items outstanding for action: waste bin still hasn’t been moved across the road to bus shelter and it is on private property; Sign in bus shelter needs updating – to send photo of sign to Clerk to obtain quote for replacements (3 signs required).  Metal bus shelter Hill Park also needs painting end of adjacent to Chestnut Avenue b5086 Wooden shelter has been commissioned for painting.  Councillor Ward expressed concerns over the increasing speeds  and requested that the Community Speed Watch coordinator is nudged again.  Councillor Davenport reported Highways have reported speed recording will be carried out in the new financial year.  
(c) Welsh Frankton – Cllr Palmer reported that the VAS sign issue is ongoing and suggested it needs replacing.  Pothole to report on the A495 between Whittington and the Narrow Boat pub near to the STW borehole pump station.
(d) Tetchill
Cllr Swanston said no specific report other than the street light issue – no 43 is not the light which has been reported by the Contractor as having been shot at.  Light 43 is now working.  Light which was shot is unidentified.  Clerk to ask for clarification.  New notice board for Tetchill will be erected in Dudleston.  Clerk to get technician to attend and liaise with Cllr Swanston about location for new board.  Councillors agreed to continue with original plan to have separate notice board for the PC.  
(e) Lee

Cllr Dyke reported that the Lee to Colemere footpath has a stile with a broken top.  Cllr Dyke to email footpath number to Clerk to report item.  

 
210
Planning - To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on the 12th December 2016 – received.  
211
Accounts


(a) Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure

(b) Budget/Precept – to discuss and resolve budget and precept application: The Clerk advised Councillors of the figures provided by Shropshire Council to return a 0% increase in the precept (£34,831).  Councillors discussed the current street lighting tender and possible costs – 

estimates will be received in late February.  Councillors considered possible increases in costs overall and funding the costs of the lighting change over.  Cllr Ward recommended a stepped increase to cater for any additional services which the Parish may need to pick up following the devolution of services by Shropshire Council.  Cllr Davenport to investigate Neighbourhood Fund monies due.  Cllr Ward proposed increasing the precept request by 1 or 2 %.  He reminded Members that the Neighbourhood plan will also need funding.  Grants available for neighbourhood plan which will be used on the consultancy.  Cllr Davenport counter proposed leaving it at 0%.  Cllr Hesketh seconded Cllr Davenport’s proposal of a 0% increase; Cllr Egerton seconded Cllr Ward’s proposal of a 2% increase.  5 in favour of 2%,  5 supported 0% increase.  Chair had casting vote and voted in favour of 0% increase.  Resolved. Clerk to apply accordingly.
211
Accounts cont
(c) Cheques for approval and signature – Cllr Ward proposed all payments, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. 
(d) Any other items of expenditure for consideration – none brought forward.
212  
Correspondence - To consider any correspondence received (Emails forwarded to  Councillors) to include: 

(a)
Future Fit updates

(b)
NSAC – New meeting date notification- February 20th February. 
(c)
Shropshire Bus Strategy 2017-21

(d)
Post Office Network Consultation - 
(e)
Road closure notifications

(f)
Big Conversation update

(g) 
HMRC request for payment by direct debit – Clerk to obtain form.

213
Reports from Councillors  

(a)
LED Street Lighting Replacement – Expressions of interest received and shortlist of companies to be asked to tender – Report from Cllr Ward & Clerk
23 companies were written to, of which 9 replied expressing interest in tendering.  Cllr Ward recommended omitting 3 and approaching 6 for formal tenders. Cllr Ward gave overview of the company portfolios.  Cllr Ward to finalise the package.  Cllr Ward and Clerk to liaise on distribution.  To request responses within 21 days.  To discuss and decide at the February meeting.  

There being no further business the Chair thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:40pm.  
Ellesmere Rural Parish Council

Approval of the Minutes


Ellesmere Rural Parish Council Meeting held on 9th January 2017 

Signed     ........................................…………............…….    Chair

Dated 13th February 2017
ERPC                                                                                                                          09/01/17

