
reaELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman:	Cllr K Egerton
Councillors:	Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr S Jackson; Cllr I Ward; Cllr T Richardson; Cllr R Swanston
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr: 	Cllr C Rowley
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Council Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on 13th October 2025 At Criftins Parish Hall

1	Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies/absences & Public Session 
The Chairman declared the Meeting open at 7:22pm. Two members of the public attended the Meeting. Cllr Evans sent his apologies. Cllrs Davenport and Waller-Davis were absent. Unitary Cllr B Evans sent his apologies. 
One member of the public attended to request financial support to hire Criftins Parish Hall for an awareness raising event for the Lingden Davies Cancer appeal. 
The other member of the public present queried the right of access through the Gravel Hole into the neighbouring field. The Clerk confirmed that there is a covenant in place granting right of access on the title deeds. 

2	Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 
Declaration of any disclosable pecuniary interest in a matter to be discussed at the meeting and which is not included in the register of interests.
No declarations were received. 

3	Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 8th September 2025
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )  - To approve the minutes 
The Councillors confirmed receipt of the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Gargiulo proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

4	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 
No matters were raised.  

5	Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken 
The NSAC meeting had not been attended. The Clerk will circulate the Minutes as and when they are received.

6	Unitary Councillors for The Meres (Welsh Frankton & Tetchill) and St Martins (Dudleston & 	Dudleston Heath) Division’s Reports and Question Time
The Unitary Councillors representing St Martins Division are invited to attend to give reports and answer questions from the Parish Council in this section.
Cllr Rowley gave feedback on the recent fire at St Martins School and measures being undertaken to ensure continuity of education for pupils. He confirmed that bus services in the area are being looked at by Shropshire Council. The Councillors discussed Shropshire Council’s Memorandum of Understanding agreement which Town and Parish Councils have been asked to sign up to with a view to taking over responsibility for Street Scene services provision.  The Councillors agreed that not enough information has been provided for Parish Councils to be able to commit to the agreement at this time and so would be unable to start budgeting for this.  The precept requirements will inevitably need to increase if the services are devolved.  Cllr Rowley is on the Task and Finish Group for the scheme, which is to go to Cabinet next week. 



7	Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 8th September 2025
The Councillors confirmed receipt of the approved minutes. Cllr Egerton proposed accepting the Minutes, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 

8	Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to report any repairs/concerns
No reports received.

9	Playground  - to raise any matters for discussion & to receive monthly inspection reports
The monthly inspection report was noted.  The playground is in good order. 

10	Ward Matters and Councillors reports 
a	Dudleston Heath		
The pavements from the Hall to the Church and out in the other direction to Elson are all overgrown.
Cllr Ward raised concerns about the speed of traffic through the village.  The Clerk was asked to contact Highways to request speed data checks.  

b	Dudleston		
Cllr Egerton reported that the repairs at Kilhendre Bridge have still not been carried out. 
Resurfacing is needed at Caia Lane, Dudleston between the factory entrance and St Martins Church.  

c	 Tetchill
Cllr Swanston updated the Council about the recent fire at the BT box at Birch Road which resulted in many Tetchill residents being without phone or internet connection for over 4 weeks.  As a result of this vulnerable residents’ panic buttons were also out of action.  BT needs to transfer residents onto fibre optic to ensure continuity of connections. 
HGV sign missing at the top of Tetchill Moor on the Oswestry road. 

d	Lee				
Nothing to report. 

e	Welsh Frankton 	
Nothing to report. 

g	Criftins School 			
The Headmaster will be retiring at Christmas. The next Governors’ meeting will be after half term. 

h	Community policing	
The latest newsletter was acknowledged. Officers attended a recent coffee club meeting. 

i	Footpaths					
Nothing to report. 

11	The Gravel Hole – to receive update from Cllrs; Community right to bid nomination update
The Clerk reported that the nomination to renew the site’s registration as an asset of community value is in progress.  The Parish Council has had its ownership of the area confirmed by the Land Registry since the last registration.  A tree has been donated by the Cemetery.  No official notification has been received from the Town Council as yet. Quotes for tree work are outstanding – hopefully ready for November’s meeting.  The Clerk forwarded information about Nature Recovery grants to Cllr Waller-Davies and sent a link which may enable registration of red list species in the area.  Pipistrelles and one other bat species have been confirmed.

12	CWG 	
a	To acknowledge accounts	
Noted. 

b	Report from meeting/approved minutes
It was reported that a tree has been donated for the Gravel Hole as per item 11.

13	Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins – to raise any matters for discussion: Local nature recovery; Memorandum of Understanding; Neighbourhood matters bulletins; SALC AGM; Ellesmere College Carol Service; ICO registration renewal; NSAC mtg;
Memorandum of Understanding 
The Councillors discussed the Memorandum of Understand with Cllr Rowley. The Councillors expressed concern over the lack of detail being given by Shropshire Council in relation to its proposed devolution of services. The Parish Council is at this point unable to commit to the Memorandum as its impact cannot be properly assessed or budgeted for at this time.  To take forward. 

14	Housekeeping 
a	Community engagement – feedback from the Facebook page
Cllr Jackson reported that the page is running well with plenty of information being uploaded. 

b	Defibrillators – to enable Cllrs to report any concerns/replacement parts required; to acknowledge delivery of a replacement battery for the Greyhound defib; 

c	Tetchill Brook mapping – update on progress
Cllr Swanston gave an update. She will be attending a Hordley PC meeting in November.  Cllr Swanston hopes to have the mapping concluded by December. She is seeking clarification as to when the Canal & River Trust open the sluice gates. 

d	Vacancies
The current vacancies will be advertised on the website and noticeboards.  

f	Draft three year financial business plan for consideration
Cllr Ward proposed adopting the plan, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. This is a live working document and can be updated at any time. 

g	Update on domain name holding transfer
The Clerk confirmed that this has now been transferred to the website management company free of charge. 

15	Highways 
a	To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern not raised under Ward Matters
Covered under previous item. 

b	Road Closure notifications:Unnamed road, Criftins Start Date: 27th October 2025
End Date: 30th October 2025 Purpose: Road Closure - Laying new service 5m public Works Promoter:   Wales & West Utilities
Works Promoter Ref: XY254004000195553-02 Enforcement pattern for Unnamed road, Criftins: All the time
 You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://one.network/?tm=GB145196678



c	VAS – refund update; quote for replacement unit; 
The Clerk reported that a refund of £4112.59 was received on 5th September 2025 from TWM following its liquidation. No legal costs were incurred in order to received the refund. 
The Clerk presented a quote for a solar powered VAS to replace the original order for c£5.5k. SWARCO has suggested a slightly different location in order to maximise the solar power. This will need to be discussed with Highways. Clerk to liaise with Highways and SWARCO.  

d	Bus service (Transport Act 1985 106A) –  update on funding application/update on bus stops 
Clerk to continue chasing for updates. 

e	Spunhill Crossroads – update for discussion
The Clerk confirmed that she has requested an update but has not received any response. 

16	Accounts	
a	Bank Reconciliation for approval
The Clerk reported that only one statement has been received. She will forward the updated accounts upon receipt of the second statement whereupon she will be able to do the reconciliation. 

b	Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Cllr  Ward proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 

c	Dog waste bin (Gravel Hole) – update
No update. 

d	Grant funding request from Bethphage
The Councillors considered the request, acknowledging receipt of the accounts. The Meeting was advised that Bethphage has not agreed a contract as yet to take over the building.  The Councillors considered the application and the applicant’s accounts. Cllr Swanston proposed not approving the application, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed. Resolved. 

e	To approve expenditure for a replacement notice board
Cllr Swanston was asked to obtain a quote for a replacement notice board for Dudleston. 

f	Banking – update
The Clerk gave an update on the application process which is nearly completed.  

g	Items for inclusion in the 2026-27 budget
Bus service at £60 pw for partial year provision. 

h	Staff salary adj payment 
Covered previously. 

I	Fundraising for Lingden Davies
Cllr Jackson proposed approving funding for room hire for  four hours at Criftins Parish Hall, seconded by Cllr Ricahrdson, all agreed. Resolved. 

J	Three year business plan for consideration/adoption
Covered. 


	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/09/25
	Employee
	Salary
	£1234.17
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/10/25
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£47.18employer
£62.91employee
£110.09 Total
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	03/10/25
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Room Hire
	£20.00
	2591
	LGA 1972 s111

	06/09/25
	Hugo Fox/Go Cardless
	Email hosting
	£29.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	05/10/25
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	28/09/25
	Ray Parry Playgrounds
	Monthly inspection
	£42.00
	2592
	Open Spaces Act 1906 s9-10

	07/10/25
	Employee
	Expenses
	£14.00
	2593
	LGA 1972 s111

	25/09/25
	MedUK
	Defib battery
	£243.60
	2594
	PHA 1936 s234

	13/10/25
	RBL
	Poppy Wreath
	£50.00
	2595
	Chaiman’s expenses

	Date of receipt
	Payer
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	
	

	05/09/25
	TWM
	Payment in lieu of goods
	£4112.59
	
	

	08/09/25
	Employee
	Repayment of salary s/o overpayment
	£78.15
	
	



18	Items for the next agenda (10th November 2025)
Remembrance Sunday
The Councillors were reminded to put up the lamp post poppies.  
Cllr S Evans to collect the poppy wreath. 

There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:01pm. 
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