ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes the Remote Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held via Zoom 

on 11th January 2021 

Chairman:
Cllr J Baker

Cllrs Present: 
Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr B Cole; Cllr D Wardle; Cllr P Clubbe; Cllr S Evans; 



Cllr S Davenport; Cllr K Egerton; Cllr; Cllr G Dyke; Cllr Walford; Cllr I Ward
Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce 

894
Chairman’s Welcome and Opening Remarks and/or Announcements:
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting, declaring it open at 7:29pm.

895
Public Question Time – To respond to any matters raised by members of the public (no discussion/decisions to be made). 

No members of the public attended the meeting.

896
To receive Apologies and/or note absences  
Apologies were received from Cllr S Palmer.

897
Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 

Dispensation: Cllr S Palmer – non participation due to technical difficulties.
No declarations or requests were received.

898  
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13th December 2020 - To approve the minutes;

Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. They were proposed to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting by Cllr Gargiulo, seconded by Cllr Walford, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved.
899
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 
Following a misleading article about the Old Workhouse Cemetery which had been published in the Advertiser, Cllr Baker reported that a follow up article to correct the mistakes (photo, details etc) will be published this week. The Clerk reported that the Town Council has been in touch with Shropshire Council about work that is required. It is hoped that some Shropshire Council volunteers may be able to send a working party to clear the site and make it safe for visitors.  Grant funding is being explored to fund the necessary work.  ERPC has written to Shropshire Council to express serious concerns about the state of the cemetery which is a site of historic interest and a tourist destination. 

900
Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings attended or action taken from the last Minutes
No reports.  




901
Play area - Dudleston Heath  - inspection reports
Cllr Cole reported that the condition is good. The original COVID-19 guidance posters are still in place.  The pandemic situation will need monitoring as cases are spreading in the rural areas which may necessitate closing the playground again.

902
Unitary Councillors’ Question Time
Unitary Cllr Williams raised the matter of polling stations for the Tetchill Ward. Residents have traditionally voted in Welsh Frankton, however, Cllr Williams asked if Councillors would support a move to the Town Hall.  There is no suitable building in Tetchill to house a polling station. The Town Hall would be closer and residents could combine voting with shopping/errands in their local town.  The Clerk reported that the Elections Team has advised that it is not a simple process to move station venues.  Councillors voted 4 in favour of investigating a move, 3 abstained and 1 objected.  The Clerk was asked to put this forward to the Electoral Registration Officer.
Cllr Davenport reported an internal restructure with WSP in Highways.  He is currently updating the 1993 Highways programme.  Gritting has commenced. 

903
Planning 
 
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 13th December 2020
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 14th December 2020
Cllr Ward proposed accepting the Minutes of the last Planning Committee Meeting, seconded by Cllr Cole, all agreed. Resolved. 
904
Accounts


(a) Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure
Councillors confirmed receipt of the spreadsheets, bank statement which had been circulated by the Clerk prior to the Meeting. These documents were shared online. No questions were raised. 

(Cllr Egerton joined the Meeting) Councillors were content that the reconciliation is accurate.

(b) Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Councillors confirmed receipt of copies of invoices due to be paid. Cllr Ward proposed all payments (including paye, pension and salary) be approved, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved.

(c) Budget for 2021-22 for review
Councillors considered the budget. £5,000 was allocated towards the Gravel Hole future maintenance.  £15000 was allocated to the purchase of VAS repeater signs. The Clerk queried future Neighbourhood Fund spend. The regeneration of the old Boat Yard project was considered as an identified project for the Place Plan. Councillors agreed, proposed by Cllr Ward, seconded by Cllr Cole, to allocate £15000 to the project. The Clerk was asked to invite Ruth Essex, Canal & River Trust to attend a meeting to discuss specific projects which could be supported.  The link footbridge was suggested.  Acceptance of the budget was proposed by Cllr Ward, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo.








(d) Precept requirement consideration/decision
Cllr Ward proposed a precept requirement of £37,721 based on the proposed operational spend budget, seconded by Cllr Cole, all agreed. Resolved. Clerk to request. 


(e) Quote for a notice board for Lee for consideration

Cllr Dyke reported that a quote for a notice board for the phone kiosk would be forthcoming soon.  Solar lighting for the kiosk is also being investigated. 

	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/12/20
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£907.87
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/01/20
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£70.86
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/01/21
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£154.76
	2227
	LGA 1972 s112

	07/01/20
	The Signtist
	Defib signs
	£135.00
	2228
	LGA 1972 s111/PHA 1936 s


Councillor Ward suggested that the phone kiosk in Dudleston Heath which has recently been adopted by the Council might be moved to be used as an information centre in the village, perhaps near the bus shelter.  Clerk to inquire as to whether planning permission would be needed. 


905
Street lighting – update on lighting removal (if available)

Removal of excess street lights (not working) – quotes received from Eon SH x 20 at £9800 and Welsh Frankton X 6 at £2940.  If asbestos is not found the price will be reduced by £150 per point. 
Cllr Ward proposed accepting the quote, seconded by Cllr Baker, all agreed. Shropshire Council is taking over the 30mph zone lighting. The extension of the 40mph will not affect the removal of the other lights. 

906
Ward Matters and Councillors reports 
a
Dudleston Heath


HGV and general traffic seems to have increased on the B5068 with night-time speeding reported.  Clerk to request more speed checks. Pedestrian footfall has increased.  Speed checks seem to have decreased as a result of COVID.  
The footway between the Parish Hall and Church Lane is overgrown with vegetation. Clerk to report. 

The Old Vicarage hedge has been trimmed slightly. Highways to inspect. 

Concerns were raised that the road markings at School Lane junction have been moved forward – To check with Highways as to whether they know/have instigated this work.
b
Dudleston


Crimpeth Lane brook was reported as overflowing. Cllr Davenport has inspected.  Gulleys reported full of mud.  Cllr Evans has emailed Cllr Davenport with details of a blocked drain. 




c
 Tetchill

Issues of flooding at Tetchill Moor Farm reported.  Concerned that this flooding is increasing in this area due to the River Severn damming.  Cllr Davenport confirmed that the damming has not yet started and that the river needs slowing further up.
d
Lee




Nothing to report. 
e
Welsh Frankton


A leak in Lower Frankton has been reported. 
f 
General issues inc footpaths

A footpath issue previously reported is being investigated by the Outdoor Partnerships team. 
The Clerk was asked to chase the Canal & River Trust for a progress report on the towpath repairs discussed last year. 


907
The Gravel Hole – an update on progress (if available)
Statements are being prepared for submission to the Land Registry to progress the claim.  

908
Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins: 

Census information meetings; Fundamentals for Cllrs training; Culture of wellbeing training; Shropshire Climate Action; PCC newsletters; Community reassurance updates; News in Brief bulletins; 
No matters were raised for discussion.

909
Housekeeping 
(a)
Planning enforcement protocol for consideration
Clerk to forward for the next meeting. 



910
Highways/environmental health  

(a)
 to enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern

No matters raised.
(b)
Road Closure:  Eastwick Lane, Dudleston Heath Start Date: 12th March 2021 End Date: 12th March 2021
Purpose: Road Closure - Access is required to a telegraph pole by a hoist so that Openreach can run a cable across the road to the end user to give service. Short duration work. Works Promoter:   BT Works Promoter Ref: BC00808MARLPM243WNEnforcement pattern for Eastwick Lane, Dudleston Heath: 09.30 - 15.30hrs

911
Community Policing

Welsh Frankton speed checks delayed due to COVID. Hoping to recommence soon.

912
Parish Matters/Items for the February Agenda
There being no further business for consideration the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:37pm.
Next Ordinary Meeting Date of ERPC: 8th February 2021
immediately following the Planning Committee Meeting


