
ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL



Chairman:	Cllr T Richardson
Councillors:	Cllr K Egerton; Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr S Jackson; Cllr I Ward; Cllr H Sands; 
		Cllr S Evans; Cllr E Peers; Cllr J Waller-Davies; Cllr R Swanston
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr B Evans				
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Council Planning Committee Meeting held 
on 9th March 2026 at Criftins Parish Hall


[bookmark: _Hlk147744780][bookmark: _Hlk213669653][bookmark: _Hlk216097316]1	Welcome, Announcements, Apologies and/or Absences 
The Chairman opened the Meeting at 7:00pm. No apologies were received. No absences were recorded. 

2	Disclosable Pecuniary Interests - Declaration of any disclosable pecuniary interest in a matter to be discussed at the meeting and which is not included in the register of interests. (LGA 1972 s94)
No declarations were received. 

3	Public Question Time - To respond to representations by members of the public attending
Two member of the public attended the Meeting.  One resident made a representation against 26/00595/FUL which will be considered by Councillors at this meeting.  The reasons cited were on environmental/ecological and drainage grounds. 

4	Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 9th February 2026 - To confirm the minutes  
The Councillors confirmed receipt of the Minutes of the last meeting. Cllr Ward proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Peers, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

5	Matters arising from the Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 9th February 2026
No matters were raised. 

6	New planning applications/consultations received requiring comment: (The Parish Council is consulted by 
26/00595/FUL  (validated: 26/02/2026)
Address:  Land Lying To The North East Of Old Shop, Criftins, Shropshire
Proposal:  Erection of 3No polytunnels, 1No agricultural barn and siting of beehives
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TAEW4ZTDGEI00
The Parish Council considered the application for the 'Erection of no3 polytunnels, 1 no agricultural barn and siting of beehives on Landy Lying to the NE of the Old Shop, Criftins'. For identification purposes, the Councillors felt that this land would have been better described as being Land Opp Eberneezer Chapel, Criftins.
The Councillors raised a number of points in relation to this application. Firstly, the Planning Statement states that: The development is required to support the expansion of Mad Badger Brewery. A Councillor reported that investigations into the Mad Badger Brewery on the Government website would suggest that this is not a trading company, therefore queried the need for development to support it. It was noted that the application states that the development will create jobs locally but Councillors agreed that there is no evidence to support this claim. It was noted that there are no related cases attached to this application, yet the applicant rightly cites a related case:
'The scheme builds on application 22/02524/FUL | Creation of new pond and wetland ecological resource, and the creation of a new apple orchard. | Land South West Of Criftins Shropshire which is in the process of being implemented and there are now in excess of 200 fruit trees on site and I am looking to add an additional 200 next year.'
The Parish Councillors noted that planning conditions attached to this application do not appear to have been adhered to. They also noted that the apple trees on site are c3-4 years old and are currently several years away from producing a viable commercial crop.
Having inspected the number of trees on site, a Councillor confirmed that there are c50 apple trees on site, not the 200 suggested in the application. The Councillors asked that a request be made for  22/02524/FUL be linked to this application as a related case for reference purposes.
The Councillors discussed the request for permission to install of beehives, possibly no. 20. Councillors agreed that for a commercially viable beekeeping enterprise c40 hives are required. They noted that a management plan has not been included with this application for maintenance of the hives. Of particular concern is the proximity of Criftins School to the proposed development site. Cllr Waller-Davies advised that during the swam season the bees will need to be checked daily to ensure safety. He further advised that other hives are located within 200 yards of this site.
The Parish Council cited concerns over surface water run off. The area is known to be very wet and the entrance to the Gravel Hole floods constantly. Water from the proposed site will run off in the direction of the Gravel Hole. It was agreed that should a large area of hardstanding is put in without a suitable soakaway provision, the flooding in the local area will increase. This Council is aware that as of April this year, the Environment Agency will no longer be maintaining the Tetchill Brook. The result will be that the area will increasingly 'wet up'. Any additional surface water run off in this area will have a detrimental effect locally. It was noted that a drainage scheme has not been submitted to support the application.
The Councillors noted that the applicant has not submitted an ecology or an environmental impact statement to support this application. As has been discussed on numerous occasions by this Council, the local area is home to a number of red list species, which has been flagged up with Shropshire Council several times so that this can be noted and taken into consideration in relation to planning applications for this area. The red list species present on site include otters, great crested newts, bats and water voles (which are an 'at risk of extinction' species). Barn owls are also present.  The Councillors have queried the need for a stand-alone brick built building in this area which does not have any similar structures nearby. The Councillors agreed that a wooden structure would be more appropriate/sufficient for the purposes outlined. There are no other similar poly tunnel structures locally. Concerns were raised about the proposed height of the poly tunnels, they show as 2.51m to the top of the doors, but at the highest point they are c.3.5m high and so would be as high as the proposed building.
The area of land is not within the community hub of Dudleston Heath, therefore, any development would amount to development in open countryside.
The Councillors asked that full environmental and ecological surveys are undertaken and reports provided.
Cllr Waller-Davies proposed objecting to the application, seconded by Cllr Peers, all agreed. Resolved. 

26/00474/FUL  (validated: 23/02/2026)
Address:  Proposed Residential Barn Conversions South Of Pentreheylin Lodge, Dudleston Heath, Shropshire
Proposal:  Conversion of a traditional brick built agricultural stable and brick built Victorian Coach House to residential dwellings, plus the conversion of a single shelter-shed into a carport and accompanying landscape works
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TA1WYKTDG7T00
The Councillors agreed that they are generally supportive of the proposals outlined in this application to convert the agricultural stable and Coach House, to create a carport and accompanying landscape works provided that and adequate foul and surface water drainage scheme is implemented and also that the four static caravans, which are in situ, are permanently removed. The caravans do not add to the current housing stock and if left will amount to development in open countryside. They noted that no related cases are shown, however, this application is associated with 26/03448/REF and 25/03090/FUL - these should be linked to this application. Clerk to submit comments and request the links be provided. Proposed by Cllr Ward, seconded by Cllr Evans, all agreed. Resolved. 


26/00546/FUL  (validated: 12/02/2026)
Address:  Manor Farm, Tetchill Moor, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 9AL
Proposal:  Construction of extensions to 2No. livestock buildings and ancillary works.
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TAB6AFTDGC400
No objections were raised. Cllr Evans proposed supporting, seconded by Cllr Swanston, all agreed. Resolved. 

7	New planning applications received since 3rd March 2026– to acknowledge receipt
26/00744/FUL  to be taken forward to April’s meeting. 

8	Planning Decisions notified by Shropshire Council - None received at the time of agenda publication
25/04515/FUL  (validated: 28/11/2025)
Address:  Holly Cottage, Criftins, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 9LN
Proposal:  Proposed 2 storey extension to the side of the property with an additional detached car port
Decision:  Grant Permission

25/04426/FUL  (validated: 02/12/2025)
Address:  Yew Tree Farm, Criftins, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 9LN
Proposal:  Erection of a two-storey extension following some demolition, internal remodelling and replacement roof.
Decision:  Grant Permission

9	Appeals – for information purposes - No notifications received
None. 

10	Correspondence – to receive 
No correspondence has been received. 

11	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) [bookmark: _PictureBullets]To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential breaches 
No matters were raised. 

There being no further business for consideration the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 7:30pm.
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