


ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman:	Cllr S Evans
Councillors:	Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr S Jackson; Cllr E Peers; Cllr T Richardson; Cllr I Ward; 
		Cllr K Egerton; Cllr H Sands
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr: 	Cllr C Rowley
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Council Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on 9th February 2026 At Criftins Parish Hall

1	Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies/absences & Public Session 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting, declaring it open at 7:19pm. No members of the public were present.  Apologies were received from Cllrs Swanston and Waller-Davies.  Unitary Cllr B Evans sent apologies. 

2	Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 
Declaration of any disclosable pecuniary interest in a matter to be discussed at the meeting and which is not included in the register of interests. (LGA 1972 s94)]
Cllr Egerton declared an interest in the grant funding application from Criftins Parish Hall. 

3	Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 12th January 2026
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )  - To approve the minutes 
The Councillors confirmed receipt of the draft minutes of the last meeting. Cllr Richardson proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

4	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 
No matters were raised for discussion. 

5	Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken 
Report from meeting at ETC with Severn Trent
The Clerk gave an overview of the meeting with representatives from Severn Trent’s new Community Flood Team, the outcome of which is that they will come out and undertake a site visit in Ellesmere Town and the Ellesmere Rural Parish to identify local issues and establish if they are able to assist, either via Severn Trent or to put the Councils in touch with the appropriate people. 

6	Unitary Councillors’ Reports and Question Time
The Unitary Councillors are invited to attend to give reports and answer questions from the Parish Council in this section.
Cllr Rowley reported that Shropshire council has been looking at its budgets. It has applied to Central Government for permission to raise its Council Tax above 4.9%.  It has also applied for a loan of up to £200m to avoid bankruptcy. Broseley Town Council has now joined the devolution of services pilot scheme.  The scheme is not proving to be hugely successful in Oswestry and Shrewsbury so far.  The Chief Financial Officer has resigned. An interim officer has been appointed.  Cllr Rowley gave an overview of the Task & Finish Groups he is involved with. 

7	Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 12th January 2026
The Councillors confirmed receipt of the approved Minutes. Cllr Gargiulo proposed accepting the Minutes, seconded by Cllr Jackson, all agreed. Resolved.



8	Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to report any repairs/concerns: to update on emailed request reported at January’s meeting
Cllr Ward confirmed that the light in question by the Church in Welsh Frankton, which a resident asked if it could be moved, is no longer maintained by the Parish Council. Shropshire Council was supposed to have adopted this light as it is on the main road.  The light in the car park is maintained by this Council. Action: Clerk to check the status of the light. 

9	Playground  - to raise any matters for discussion & to receive monthly inspection reports
The latest report raised no actions.

10	Ward Matters and Councillors reports 
a	Dudleston Heath		
The Council noted a request for a memorial bench to be placed at the Gravel Hole. The Councillors discussed the matter and agreed to keep it on the agenda. 
Cllr Gargiulo reported that the MP has visited the School and has arranged for Year 6 children to visit the Houses of Parliament in May. Potholes, car parking and speeding issues raised. 
The Councillors discussed that other local parishes have had ATC strip testing but Highways will not agree to the tests for Dudleston Heath. A quote to undertake the testing was noted.  Clerk to make enquiries as to whether the other Parish Councils have paid for these tests to be carried out or if they were funded by Shropshire Council. 
Cllr Peers reported back from her meeting with Men in Sheds regarding repairs or a replacement noticeboard for Dudleston Heath.  They will be looking at the board in person this week. To report again in March.  
Brynore Hall road repairs reported on FixMyStreet.  The work has been marked as allocated. 
The footway from the Hall to the Church is still overgrown. Clerk to re-report with the same issues reported to Elson. 
A hit and run accident was reported and discussed. A search is underway for the car driver. 

b	Dudleston		
General issues of potholes to be reported via FixMyStreet. Fly tipping reports were noted. 

c	 Tetchill
Cllr Swanton to meet with the Severn Trent team.  She will be meeting with Hordley Parish Council this week to discuss the Brook.

d	Lee				
Nothing to report.

e	Welsh Frankton 	
It was reported that the road signs need cleaning again.  There are blocked gullies on the road outside the Malthouse. Reported on FixMyStreet. 

g	Criftins School 			
Update given under previous item.  Vacancies for School Governors were noted. 

h	Community policing	
The latest newsletter has been circulated. 




i	Footpaths					
The Clerk confirmed that she has reported the issue which was raised at the last meeting to the P3 Group for investigation. 

11	The Gravel Hole – to receive update from Cllrs; Progress report on tree work quotes
The donated oak tree has been collected.  The dog waste bin review by the Dog Warden has been rescheduled.

12	CWG 	
a	To acknowledge accounts	
Noted and circulated. 

b	Report from meeting/approved minutes
The Lodge rent increase was noted (increased to £625 pcm). The Group is looking into a new memorial garden.  

13	Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins – to raise any matters for discussion 
No matters were raised for discussion. 

14	Housekeeping 
a	Community engagement – feedback from the Facebook page
Cllr Jackson reported that she is continuing to report information via Facebook to keep the community informed. 

b	Defibrillators – to enable Cllrs to report any concerns/replacement parts required
Cllr Jackson reported that the Greyhound defib needs a new location sign.  Action: Clerk to look into. 

c	Tetchill Brook – update
Covered under previous item. 

d	Vacancies – Casual Vacancies/co-option
The Clerk confirmed that no new applications have been received. Two vacancies remain. 

e	Policies for review/adoption: Standing Orders, Financial regulations, Retention of documents policy; Risk Assessment; Email acceptable use policy; Privacy notice Cllrs & Staff
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and reviewed all policies. Cllr Egerton proposed them for approval, seconded by Cllr Peers, all agreed. Resolved. 	

15	Highways 
a	To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern not raised under Ward Matters
Covered under Ward Matters. 

b	Road Closure notifications
It was noted that the Sparbridge roundabout in Ellesmere will be closed from 2nd – 7th March 8pm-6am daily. 

c	Bus service (Transport Act 1985 106A) – Meeting update on bus stop upgrade
The Clerk presented two quotes for works from the approved Shropshire Council contractor.  The quotes were £2532.19+VAT and £3142.72+VAT respectively for remedial works to the bus stop and to replace/renew and put in new slabs/poles for bus stops throughout Dudleston Heath.  The Councillors agreed to use Neighbourhood Fund money under LGA 1953 s4 to maintain the bus shelter and LGA 1927 S137 as the works will be of commensurate value to some of all of the community. They agreed that the works will be for health and safety of the community to ensure that bus stops are clearly visible, accessible and safe to use in prominent locations. Both quotes were proposed for approval by Cllr Egerton, seconded by Cllr Evans, all agreed. Resolved. Action: Clerk to commission the works. 

e	Spunhill Crossroads – to enable reporting of schedule works update
The Clerk confirmed that there continues to be no confirmation of works from the Highways Department. 

f	Sign cleaning - update
The work has now been completed. All of the road signs in the parish have been cleared of debris and cleaned. 

g	Speed data collection request update – B5068 Criftins – to review quote 
The Councillors discussed recent ATC tests having been undertaken on St Martin’s Lane.  The Clerk suggested that it may be possible to use NF money to pay for the testing however a power of expenditure will be needed – this could be LGA 1972 s137 if no other power can be found.  Cllr Ward to provide a map of the desired location for the strips to be located. Cllr Ward proposed accepting the quote for £1026 if a power of expenditure can be found, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved. Action: Clerk to contact local parishes to establish if they have paid for tests and which POE they have used to pay for them if they were not installed at the expense of Shropshire Council. 

16	Accounts	
a	Bank Reconciliation for approval
Cllr Peers proposed approving the bank reconciliation as accurate, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the reconciliation. 

b	Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Cllr Ward proposed approving all payments (inc salary and pension), seconded by Cllr Jackson, all agreed. Resolved.  The Clerk informed the Council that the Pensions Regulator re-enrolment process has been completed.  An HMRC PAYE direct debit payment is due shortly.  

c	Dog waste bin (Gravel Hole) – site visit with Dog Warden feedback
Covered under the previous item on the Gravel Hole. 

d	To approve expenditure for a replacement notice board - quote
To be taken forward. 

e	Banking – position update on fund transfers
This matter is ongoing and an update will be provided in March. 

f	Bus stop upgrades – to review quote
Covered under previous item. 

g	To approve purchase of laptop software
The expenditure was approved under item Accounts b) above. 




h	Grant funding request – Criftins Parish Hall
Cllr Egerton did not participate in the discussion. The Councillors considered the request for £3755.00 to upgrade the mini kitchen facilities.  Cllr Evans proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr Peers, all agreed. Resolved. 
	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/01/26
	Employee
	Salary
	£1268.45
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/02/25
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£57.778employer
£96.28employee
£154.05 Total
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	06/02/26
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Room Hire
	£28.13
	2609
	LGA 1972 s111

	06/02/26
	Hugo Fox/Go Cardless
	Email hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	13/01/26
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£29.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	30/01/25
	Ray Parry Playgrounds
	Monthly inspection
	£51.00
	2610
	Open Spaces Act 1906 s9-10

	09/02/26
	Employee 
	Software purchase
	£154.96
	2611
	LGA 1972 s111

	08/02/26
	Dave’s operator hire
	Sign cleaning
	£701.50
	2612
	Road traffic regulation act 1984 s72

	28/01/26
	Shropshire Council
	Waste bin emptying
	£387.13
	dd
	Litter Act 1983 ss5&6

	20/01/26
	WRPC
	Clerk’s SLCC membership
	£94.75
	2613
	LGA 1973 s142 (1)

	09/02/26
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Grant
	£3755.00
	2614
	LGA 1976 Misc Provs Act s19




17	Items for the next agenda (9th March 2026)
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:45pm. 
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