


ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman:	Cllr S Evans
Councillors:	Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr S Jackson; Cllr E Peers; Cllr T Richardson; Cllr I Ward; 
		Cllr K Egerton; Cllr H Sands; Cllr Waller-Davies; Cllr R Swanston
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr: 	Cllr B Evans
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Council Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on 9th March 2026 At Criftins Parish Hall

1	Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies/absences & Public Session 
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7:31pm. One member of the public attended the meeting. No representations were received. 

2	Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 
Declaration of any disclosable pecuniary interest in a matter to be discussed at the meeting and which is not included in the register of interests. (LGA 1972 s94)]
No declarations were received. 

3	Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 9th February 2026
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )  - To approve the minutes 
The Councillors confirmed receipt of the draft minutes of the last meeting. Cllr Ward proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

4	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 
No matters were raised. 

5	Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken 
No reports were presented. 

6	Unitary Councillors’ Reports and Question Time
The Unitary Councillors are invited to attend to give reports and answer questions from the Parish Council in this section.
Unitary Cllr B Evans gave an update on CiL Local for the Oswestry area (ERPC falls under the Ellesmere Place Plan area for NF and CiL).  The Clerk queried ATC strips which Cllr Rowley said had been used in the St Martins area however the Parish Clerk was not aware of them which would suggest that the Parish Council had not been charged for them.  Cllr Evans to look into.  

7	Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 9th February 2026
The Councillors confirmed receipt of the approved Minutes. Cllr Ward proposed accepting the Minutes, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved.

8	Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to report any repairs/concerns: to update on emailed request reported at February’s meeting
Cllr Ward confirmed that new lighting units cannot be installed onto old/existing telegraph poles.  The defunct lights are not maintained and Shropshire Council does not intend to replace them citing that the lights were more to light the footway than the road in this location. The Clerk was asked to obtain a removal quote. The light at the Grapes Lane/B5068 junction is out and in need of repair. Clerk to action. 


9	Playground  - to raise any matters for discussion & to receive monthly inspection reports
The report noted some weeds on site otherwise all is in good order.  

10	Ward Matters and Councillors reports 
a	Dudleston Heath		
Two upcoming road closures were noted. Cllr Peers reported that the Men in Sheds would look at the notice board after Easter.  Potholes reported to be put on FixMyStreet. The School would like to use the Gravel Hole for a forest school.  It was agreed that the School would need to undertake a risk assessment.  Some old refuse on site may need to be removed.  The Councillors agreed to a site visit to assess, proposed by Cllr S Evans, seconded by Cllr Peers, all agreed. Resolved. Cllr S Evans to co-ordinate.  The new tree has been planted at the Gravel Hole.  Cllr Waller-Davies suggested that maintenance work could be undertaken by volunteers.  

b	Dudleston		
Cllr Jackson reported that new owners are now in place at the Greyhound Pub and it is open. 

c	 Tetchill
Cllr Swanston gave an overview of recent local flooding issues and requested that an officer from the Drainage Dept undertakes investigations in the old culverted drain in Tetchill. Unitary Cllr B Evans to co-ordinate with Shropshire Council.  
Cllr Swanston requested a bus for market day for Tetchill again for the summer months.  The Councillors discussed the uptake for the previous service.  Clerk to check with Lakeside and obtain a new quote for consideration at the next meeting. Funding has been requested from Shropshire Council.  Some uncertainty exists as to whether this might be possible. 

d	Lee				
Potholes reported from Spunhill to Lee. Clerk to report. 

e	Welsh Frankton 	
Cllr Richardson has made a report via FixMyStreet for local issues. 

f	Footpaths	
Cllr Gargiulo reported that she thinks the wrong footpath was looked at following concerns raised at a previous meeting.  Concerns should be reported to the Outdoor Recreation team. 

g	Criftins School 			
The School is advertising for a new permanent Head Teacher. The School is full for September. 

h	Community policing							
The recent newsletter has been circulated. Local speed checks carried out were noted. Dates for the mobile unit visits to the village halls were noted. 

11	The Gravel Hole – to receive update from Cllrs; Progress report on tree work quotes; Feedback from site visit with the Dog Warden
Cllr Gargiulo gave an update following the site visit. A report is expected from the Dog Warden, who helpfully informed local walkers that dogs should be on leads whilst walking on roads. Dogs should not be walked in the Gravel Hole for H&S reasons. To advertise this locally. 

12	CWG 	
a	To acknowledge accounts	
Noted. 

b	Report from meeting/approved minutes
No recent meeting held.

13	Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins – to raise any matters for discussion 
Cllr Peers gave an overview of the recent Forestry Commission consultation at ETC Sawmills.  

14	Housekeeping 
a	Community engagement – feedback from the Facebook page
Recent posts were discussed. Adverts have been posted to raise awareness of Parish Council vacancies. 

b	Defibrillators – to enable Cllrs to report any concerns/replacement parts required/signage quote
Location signage was discussed.  The Clerk is sourcing quotes for W3W location signs for the defib units. 

c	Tetchill Brook – update
Cllr Swanston followed up on the report given by the Clerk in March regarding the meeting with Severn Trent’s Community Flood Officer and following site visit which had proved to be very worthwhile.  The impact of the Canal & River Trust’s sluice gate opening was discussed as levels had risen 3’ in two hours in recent weeks. The Brook can now cope with normal water flow following clearance works by landowners. More water than usual has been released recently in order to take some pressure off at Whitchurch and other areas currently causing concern.  Cllr Swanston has mapped the Newnes Brook which is the next area for someone to look at.  Cllr Swanston to prepare an update report for the stakeholders on work undertaken since the open meeting held.  To forward to the Clerk for input before circulation. 

d	Vacancies – Casual Vacancies/co-option
The Clerk reported two possible applications to be taken forward to April’s meeting. 

e	Policies for review/adoption: Code of Conduct, Consent form; Privacy policy; Privacy notice basic; Subject access policy; Security breach policy; Communications policy; Correspondence policy; Privacy notice detail
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the updated policies. Cllr Peers proposed accepting and approving all policies, seconded by Cllr Swanston, all agreed. Resolved. 

f	Annual Parish Meeting – 28th April 2026 Welsh Frankton Village Hall at 7pm
The Clerk confirmed details for the meeting.  Grant cheques will be approved at the next meeting. 

15	Highways 
a	To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern not raised under Ward Matters
No further matters to report. 

b	Road Closure notifications
Noted. 



c	Bus service (Transport Act 1985 106A) –  update on bus stop upgrades; request for Tetchill service
Covered. 

e	Spunhill Crossroads – to enable reporting of schedule works update
The Clerk reported that Highways has not responded to her request for an update. To check with Welshampton Parish Council. 

f	Speed data collection request update – B5068 Criftins – to review quote following consultation with other parishes
Covered. 

16	Accounts	
a	Bank Reconciliation for approval
Cllr Ward proposed approving the reconciliation as accurate, seconded by Cllr Waller-Davies, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman signed the report. 

b	Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Cllr Ward proposed all payments for approval, including the salary payment, seconded by Cllr Evans, all agreed. Resolved. 
Cllr Ward proposed that £25k be transferred to the new account, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved. 
Cllr Egerton reported that the funds from the reserve account have been transferred to the current account. The reserve account has now been closed. 

d	To approve expenditure for a replacement notice board - quote
Take forward to April’s meeting. 

e	Banking – position update on fund transfers
Covered. The Clerk confirmed that she has submitted a VAT reclaim for £918.58.

f	Grant funding request – Tennis Club 
The Councillors considered the funding request to resurface the courts, noting the Club’s new status as an Amateur Sports Club.  The Councillors raised some queries and requested further information. The Clerk was asked to respond to the Club raising the questions and to confirm that whilst the Council will consider a grant, it would not be possible to approve funding at the requested amount of £25k as proposed by Cllr Swanston, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 

g	Year end preparation – asset register review
The Clerk updated the Councillors on the upcoming Internal and External Audits. The asset register will be finally reviewed once the accounts have been done to year end. 


16 Accounts cont
	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	02/03/26
	Employee
	Salary
	£1268.45
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/03/25
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£57.77employer
£96.28employee
£154.05 Total
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	09/03/26
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Room Hire
	£28.13
	2615
	LGA 1972 s111

	06/03/26
	Hugo Fox/Go Cardless
	Email hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	13/02/26
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£29.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	28/02/25
	Ray Parry Playgrounds
	Monthly inspection
	£51.00
	2616
	Open Spaces Act 1906 s9-10

	09/03/26
	Employee
	Expenses
	£173.50
	2618
	LGA 1972 s111

	19/02/26
	A Faulkner
	Grounds maintenance
	£380.00
	2617
	Open Spaces Act 1906 s9-10

	09/03/26
	Employee
	Salary adj payment Nov/Dec/Jan/Feb
	£74.84
	2619
	LGA 1972 s112

	09/03/26
	ERPC
	Inter account transfer
	£25,000
	2620
	LGA 1972 s111




17	Items for the next agenda (13th April 2026 Welsh Frankton)
Archive minute binding; Policies for review
There being no further business for review, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the meeting closed at 9:18pm. 
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