


ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman:	Cllr S Evans
Councillors:	Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr S Jackson; Cllr J Waller-Davies; Cllr K Egerton
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr: 	Cllr C Rowley
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Council Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on 9th September 2025 At Welsh Frankton Village Hall

1	Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies/absences & Public Session 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting, declaring it open at 7:32pm. Unitary Cllr C Rowley attended the Meeting. Unitary Cllr B Evans sent apologies. Apologies were also received from Cllr Swanston, Richardson, Ward and Davenport.  There were no members of the public in attendance. 

2	Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 
Declaration of any disclosable pecuniary interest in a matter to be discussed at the meeting and which is not included in the register of interests
No declarations were received. 

3	Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 14th July 2025
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )  - To approve the minutes 
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the draft Minutes of the last Meeting.  Cllr Egerton proposed the Minutes to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

4	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 
No matters were raised.

5	Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes
No reports were received. 

6	Unitary Councillors for The Meres (Welsh Frankton & Tetchill) and St Martins (Dudleston & 	Dudleston Heath) Division’s Reports and Question Time
Cllr Rowley informed the Meeting that Shropshire Council announced that it had gone into special measures this morning.  The Councillors had a discussion about Shropshire Council expenditure and the amount which is currently spent on adult and child-care (C85% of the annual budget, with 640 children being in care which costs £7k per week).  
The Councillors discussed the need for a vehicle length restriction for Shop Lane to prevent further damage to houses.  A reduced speed limit for the B5068 has been requested. Cllr Evans asked Cllr Rowley to chase up repairs to by Kilhendre Bridge which are still outstanding. Cllr Evans to forward details. 
Cllr Rowley was asked to request funding for a weekly bus service to be provide by Lakeside from Tetchill to Ellesmere at a cost of £55pw. The trial service provided by the Parish Council had a good uptake.  There is no alternative public service covering the route. 

7	Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 14th July 2025
Cllr Gargiulo proposed acceptance of the approved Minutes, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

8	Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to report any repairs/concerns - Nothing to report. 

9	Playground  - to raise any matters for discussion & to receive monthly/annual inspection reports
The recent inspections raised no concerns. The Clerk reported that she has not received any grounds maintenance invoices since July – possibly due to the very dry weather reducing the need for cuts. She has contacted the contractor but has not received a response. 

10	Ward Matters and Councillors reports 
a	Dudleston Heath		
Potholes were reported at New Crickett.  The hedge bordering Chestnut Avenue in Dudleston Heath needs cutting back as road signs are obscured. Action: Clerk to contact Connexus. 
Three water leaks have been repaired in Greenhill Bank. These have been repaired. It as reported that Severn Trent has managed to keep on top of water leaks this summer which has prevented a hose pipe ban being put into place.  Reports of local breaks ins were reported.  

b	Dudleston		
Cllr Evans reported outstanding repairs at Kilhendre Bridge. 

c	 Tetchill
The sign at the top of the Tetchill Mile is down. 

d	Lee- Nothing to report. 

e	Welsh Frankton  - Nothing to report.

g	Criftins School 			
The School returned on Thursday. 

h	Community policing	
Local break ins reported as noted previously.  The new finish time for PCSOs of 8pm was recorded.  

i	Footpaths					
No matters raised for attention. 

11	The Gravel Hole – to receive update from Cllrs
Cllr Waller Davies reported that the Environment Agency is considering stopping the annual clearing of the drain which goes through the Gravel Hole.  This would return the area to wetland. Cllr Waller-Davies will look into this as it may affect the many red list species present in the area. The current maintenance has allowed these species to thrive. The Clerk advised that the registration of the area as a asset of community value has now expired. Cllr Evans proposed that the registration be re-applied for, seconded by Cllr Waller-Davies, all agreed. Resolved. 
Action: Clerk to submit the nomination form to register the area as an asset of community value. 

12	CWG 	
a	To acknowledge accounts	
Noted. 

b	Report from meeting/approved minutes
Cllrs Jackson and Gargiulo attended the Meeting. 

13	Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins – to raise any matters for discussion 
It was noted that Criftins Hall has advised of a room hire rent increase. The new Trustees are now active. 
The Clerk advised that she had been in touch with the Tennis Club to advise them about registering as an amateur sports club and had given contact details of another Club which could give advice on registration. 
The Clerk reported that the company which currently looks after the Parish Council’s domain name is to cease this function. She has contacted the website provider which can take over this function free of charge. 
Shropshire Council’s Memorandum of Understanding was noted. To take forward. 

14	Housekeeping 
a	Community engagement – feedback from the Facebook page
Cllr Jackson requested that fundraising for Linden Davis Cancer appeal be added to the October agenda.

b	Defibrillators – to enable Cllrs to report any concerns/replacement parts required
The defibrillator at the Greyhound Inn needs a new battery. Clerk to order. Proposed by Cllr Egerton, seconded by Cllr Evans, all agreed. Resolved. 

c	Tetchill Brook mapping – update on progress
Cllr Swanston to attend the November meeting of Hordley Parish Council to engage with them about extending the mapping into their area. 

d	Vacancies
The Clerk advised that no applications have been received. 

f	Annual Joint Dinner with ETC
Two Councillors expressed interest in attending. To register with the Town Council. 

g	Draft three year financial business plan for consideration
The Clerk presented a draft plan for consideration in October.

15	Highways 
a	To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern not raised under Ward Matters
No matters were raised. 

b	Road Closure notifications: to acknowledge 
Noted. 

c	VAS - update refund following company liquidation
The Clerk advised that she has made some progress in obtaining a refund from TWM for the unit purchased but not delivered.  TWM has closed down.  She has contacted some other companies for quotes to supply a VAS unit to be located near Caegoody Lane. 
d	Bus service (Transport Act 1985 106A) –  update on funding application/update on bus stop allocations/update on Tetchill service
Covered under a previous item. 

e	Spunhill Crossroads – update for discussion - No update. 


16	Accounts	
a	Bank Reconciliation for approval
Cllr Waller-Davies proposed the approval of the bank reconciliation, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved. 

b	Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Cllr Gargiulo proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Waller-Davies, all agreed. Resolved. 

c	Dog waste bin (Gravel Hole) – update
No update.

d	External audit update – confirmation of the Conclusion of Audit and publication of notices
The Clerk confirmed the conclusion of the Audit with no questions raised or matters to note. Notices have been displayed as required. 

f	Grant funding request from Bethphage
To take forward to October. The Clerk was asked to request a copy of their accounts. 

g	NALC Salary scale award 2025-26
The new pay scale was noted to be backdated to April 25, proposed by Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Waller-Davies, all agreed. Resolved. 

h	To approve expenditure for a replacement notice board for Dudleston
Cllr Evans proposed the expenditure, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 

I	Banking – update
The Clerk advised that a new account has been applied for. 
	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/06/25
	Employee
	Salary
	£1234.17
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/07/25
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£47.18employer
£62.91employee
£110.09 Total
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	02/09/25
	WF Village Hall
	Room Hire
	£25.00
	2586
	LGA 1972 s111

	06/08/25
	Hugo Fox/Go Cardless
	Email hosting
	£29.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	05/08/25
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	28/08/25
	Ray Parry Playgrounds
	Monthly inspection
	£42.00
	2587
	Open Spaces Act 1906 s9-10

	05/08/25
	Employee
	Quarterly expenses
	£tbc
	2588
	LGA 1972 s111

	22/08/25
	Shropshire Council
	Energy supply
	£1340.28
	DD
	HA 1980 s301; PCA 1957 s3

	22/08/25
	PKF  Littlejohn LLP
	External audit
	£378.00
	2589
	LGA 1972 s168



18	Items for the next agenda (13th October 2025)
The October Meeting will be held at Criftins Parish Hall.  Items for inclusion as noted within the Minutes.
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:44pm. 
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