


ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman:	Cllr S Evans
Councillors:	Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr S Jackson; Cllr E Peers; Cllr T Richardson; Cllr R Swanston; 
		Cllr K Egerton; Cllr H Sands
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr: 	Cllr C Rowley
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Council Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on 12th January 2026 At Criftins Parish Hall

1	Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies/absences & Public Session 
The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7:15pm. Apologies were received from Cllrs Ward and Waller-Davies. Unitary Cllr B Evans also sent his apologies.  There were two members of the public present.
A resident raised an issue with a footpath which has had a style replaced by a large gate in a field which often has horses in it.  He would like to be able to access the field without having to open the gate due to concerns that the horses may escape if it is inadvertently not secured properly. The Councillors agreed that the responsibility would lie with the landowners.  It was decided to pass this information to the P3 Group for assessment.

2	Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 
Declaration of any disclosable pecuniary interest in a matter to be discussed at the meeting and which is not included in the register of interests. (LGA 1972 s94)]
No declarations were received. 

3	Co-option – to enable Councillors to co-opt new Members to the Parish Council
The Councillors welcomed the applicant to the Meeting and reviewed the details of the application.  Cllr Evans proposed co-opting Mrs H Sands to the Council, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. The declaration of acceptance of office form was duly completed. 

4	Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 8th December 2025
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )  - To approve the minutes 
The Councillors confirmed receipt of the draft minutes of the last meeting. Cllr Swanston proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

5	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 
No matters were raised. 

6	Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken 
No meetings have been attended. 

7	Unitary Councillors’ Reports and Question Time
The Unitary Councillors are invited to attend to give reports and answer questions from the Parish Council in this section.
Cllr Rowley reported that the plans to devolve various services out to Town and Parish Councils are continuing. So far Shrewsbury, Oswestry and Shifnal Town Councils are piloting the scheme.  Precepts will be raised to cover the costs.  The financial input promised from Shropshire Council to help initially is being scaled down. Residents in Oswestry have not been overwhelmingly keen on the scheme as they believe they are effectively paying twice for statutory services. Shropshire Council is hoping to borrow £79m from central government however this has not been agreed to as yet.  It has applied to raise its precept above 4.9%.  Cllr Rowley suggested that parish councils in his area consider doing a Neighbourhood Plan to tighten up on planning.  Cllr Rowley is now on the Task and Finish group for the CiL Local fund.  There is £19m in the fund currently.  Cllr Swanston asked Cllr Rowley to report that details on the Shropshire Council website are out of date – Officers’ details are incorrect.  The Councillors discussed the recent gritting programme which doesn’t appear to have been very effective.  Some areas have not been covered ie Tetchill.  Efforts to report this and get action were hampered by the website details not being up to date.  Grit bins also don’t seem to have been refilled. Cllr Rowley said that grit has been taken out of many bins for personal use. The Councillors agreed that the usual gritting schemes don’t seem to have been followed. Cllr Rowley left the Meeting at 8:07pm.

8	Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 8th December 2025
The Councillors confirmed receipt of the approved Minutes. Cllr Gargiulo proposed accepting the Minutes, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved.

9	Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to report any repairs/concerns
A recent enquiry regarding a light in Welsh Frankton will be passed to Cllr Ward.

10	Playground  - to raise any matters for discussion & to receive monthly inspection reports
The monthly inspection report did not raise any issues/concerns. Findings noted. 

11	Ward Matters and Councillors reports 
a	Dudleston Heath		
Electrical works noted for 30/3-6/4.  Potholes in Hill Park require attention. These have been reported on FixMyStreet. 

b	Dudleston		
Nothing to report. 

c	 Tetchill
Cllr Swanston reported on the state of the roads in Tetchill during the recent snowy weather.  The village was essentially cut off. The historic gritting schedule does not appear to have been followed. Highways reported that it was due to be gritted but it wasn’t actually done.  The Councillors agreed that a complaint should be made.  
Cllr Swanston further reported that she had contacted Ellesmere College about the workers not wearing hi-vis when in the lanes.  The College confirmed that it has reminded workers to ensure safety regulations are followed. 
An email from a resident regarding the Tetchil Brook was noted. 

d	Lee				
A burst pipe has been reported.  Lee was also not gritted until residents complained. 

e	Welsh Frankton 	
As previously noted under street lighting, a resident has requested a street light be moved. To forward to Cllr Ward. 

g	Criftins School 			
The new head has settled in well. The School was kept open during the period of bad weather despite the roads not being gritted. 



h	Community policing	
A Town Hall drop-in scheduled for Sunday at 1pm was noted. 

i	Footpaths					
Covered under previous item. 

12	The Gravel Hole – to receive update from Cllrs
A report on bat species present will soon be forthcoming.   The Clerk reported that the Dog Warden has agreed to visit in February to assess the need for a dog waste bin which will be in the region of £300 plus a yearly emptying fee of c£180.  Opportunities for tree work have been missed this year. Cllr Waller-Davies to be asked to secure quotes for the autumn. 
Cllrs Richardson and Evans to arrange to collect the donated oak tree which will be planted at the Gravel Hole. 

13	CWG 	
a	To acknowledge accounts	
Noted. 

b	Report from meeting/approved minutes
No recent meeting to report from. 

14	Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins – to raise any matters for discussion 
An NSAC meeting is scheduled for this evening. Minutes will be circulated in due course.  No matters were raised for discussion. 

15	Housekeeping 
a	Community engagement – feedback from the Facebook page
Cllr Jackson reported that the social media account is running well. 

b	Defibrillators – to enable Cllrs to report any concerns/replacement parts required
The Tetchill defibrillator was recently removed but not used. It has been replaced, checked and is ready for use. 

c	Tetchill Brook 
Cllr Swanston recommended that another joint meeting be arranged for March/April to update stakeholders. 

d	Vacancies – Casual Vacancy
There are two vacancies remaining. 

e	NALC Assertion 10: Digital and Data Compliance: Adoption of draft IT Policy; Adoption of draft Combined Data Map and Risk Assessment; Data Map
Acknowledgement/Acceptance of website accessibility statement
Cllr Egerton proposed accepting and approving the above policies and procedures. Clerk to display on the website. 




	
16	Highways 
a	To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern not raised under Ward Matters
Covered under previous items. 

b	Road Closure notifications
Noted. 

c	Bus service (Transport Act 1985 106A) :  update on bus stop upgrades/quote for works
The Clerk reported that she has requested another meeting with Highways to assess the bus stop provisions and to get a quote from a Shropshire Council contractor to progress the works needed. She is waiting for a meeting date. 

e	Spunhill Crossroads – to enable reporting of schedule works update - No update. 

f	Sign cleaning – update - The work is still outstanding.  Clerk to follow up. 

g	Speed data collection request update – B5068 Criftins
No response has been received for the request for speed data checks. Unitary Councillors and the Clerk to follow up. 

17	Accounts	
a	Bank Reconciliation for approval
The Councillors confirmed receipt of the up-to-date accounting statements and reports. Cllr Egerton proposed signing off the reconciliation as accurate, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 
Cllr Evans proposed moving the money held in the reserve account into the current account, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. Cllr Egerton and one other signatory to attend the bank to arrange. 

b	Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Cllr Evans proposed all payments (inc standing order salary payment and cheque issued for transfer of funds to new account) for approval, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 

c	Dog waste bin (Gravel Hole) – site visit with Dog Warden
Covered under previous item.

d	To approve expenditure for a replacement notice board - quote
Cllr Peers to approach ‘Men in Sheds’ group to ask if they might be interested in providing a quote to replace the noticeboard in Dudleston Heath, proposed by Cllr Gargiulo, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved. 

f	Banking – to agree to moving funds
Covered under items a) and b).

g	2026-27 budget – to approve the draft budget with 5% uplift (on 25/26 budget)/ Precept request
Cllr Evans proposed accepting the proposed budget giving a 5% uplift on last year’s budget, seconded by Cllr Swanston, all agreed.  Resolved. 
Cllr Swanston proposed applying for a precept of £49,650.00, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 

h	Notification of start of interim internal audit
The Clerk reported that the interim audit has been completed with a questionnaire sent for the end of year audit.  Audit report to be circulated. Assertion 10 requirements have been noted and actioned. 

	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/12/25
	Employee
	Salary
	£1268.45
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/01/25
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£47.18employer
£62.91employee
£110.09 Total
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/01/26
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Room Hire
	£28.13
	2605
	LGA 1972 s111

	06/01/26
	Hugo Fox/Go Cardless
	Email hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	15/12/25
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£29.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	30/12/25
	Ray Parry Playgrounds
	Monthly inspection
	£42.00
	2606
	Open Spaces Act 1906 s9-10

	05/01/26
	Shropshire Council
	May elections
	£500.00
	DD
	Representation of the People Acts 1983 & 1985

	09/12/25
	Shropshire Council
	Energy supply
	£ 1340.28
	DD
	HA 1980 s301; PCA 1957 s3

	12/01/26
	ERPC
	Transfer of funds between accounts
	£25,000
	2607
	LGA 1972 s111



18	Items for the next agenda (9th February 2026)
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:17pm. 
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