


ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL



Chairman:	Cllr Richardson 
Councillors:	Cllr S Jackson; Cllr I Ward; Cllr S Evans; Cllr J Gargiulo 
		Cllr K Egerton; Cllr E Peers; Cllr R Swanston
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr B Evans			
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Council Planning Committee Meeting held 
on 11th May 2026 at Welsh Frankton Village Hall


[bookmark: _Hlk147744780][bookmark: _Hlk213669653][bookmark: _Hlk216097316]1	Welcome, Announcements, Apologies and/or Absences 
The Meeting was opened at 7pm. Apologies were received from Cllrs Sands and Cartledge. 

2	Disclosable Pecuniary Interests - Declaration of any disclosable pecuniary interest in a matter to be discussed at the meeting and which is not included in the register of interests (LGA 1972 s94)
No declarations were received. 

3	Public Question Time - To respond to representations by members of the public attending
One member of the public attended the Meeting. No representations were received. 

4	Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 13th April 2026 - To confirm the minutes  
The Councillors confirmed receipt of the draft minutes. Cllr Ward proposed the minutes as a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Swanston, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 

5	Matters arising from the Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 13th April 2026
No matters were raised. 

6	New planning applications/consultations received requiring comment: (The Parish Council is consulted by 
26/01519/FUL  (validated: 28/04/2026)
Address:  5 Winston Fields, Tetchill, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 9FA
Proposal:  Proposed single storey side extension.
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TDYAWVTD07V00
The Councillors reviewed the plans online.  Cllr Peers proposed supporting the proposals, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed. Resolved. 

26/01302/PAAFC  (validated: 13/04/2026)
Address:  Proposed Conversion Of Agricultural Buildings At Oak Bank, The Trench, Ellesmere, Shropshire
Proposal:  Application under Schedule 2, Part 3, Class R of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 for the prior approval for the change of use of agricultural building to a self-storage facility
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TD4Y4FTDHLG00
No comment. 

Reference:  26/01575/AG1  (validated: 28/04/2026)
Address:  Brooklands Farm, Dudleston, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 9JG
Proposal:  GENERAL PURPOSE AGRICULTURAL BUILDING
Applicant: Mr M Oakley (C/O Peter Richards and Company, Crab Tree Farm, Prees Heath, Ms, United Kingdom)
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TE5ZVITDI1L00
No comment. 

Reference:  26/01383/FUL  (validated: 21/04/2026)
Address:  British Waterways, Birch Road, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 9AA
Proposal:  Repair and alteration of Ellesmere Yard to improve access, replace garages and bin stores with new operational and boater facilities buildings, provide flexible reuse of existing buildings for operational, commercial, community and visitor uses, and create a new vehicle access, parking, landscaping and pedestrian links
Applicant: Canal & River Trust (National Waterway Museum, South Pier Road , Ellesmere Port, Cheshire, CH65 4FW, United Kingdom)
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TDHX5YTDHPY00
The return of the following comments was proposed by Cllr Ward, seconded by Cllr Peers, all agreed. Resolved: 
The Parish Council is largely supportive of this application with some caveats.
There is no suitable/safe pedestrian access to the proposed car park from the town. Having had various conversations with the Yard over many years, the need for a bridge for safe pedestrian access has been discussed and believed, by this Council, to be a main aspiration. It is disappointing to note that this has not been mentioned in these proposals. Safe access is essential and should not be compromised upon. Currently, the proposed access point is onto a 60mph road from a concealed entrance. The Council noted 25 spaces have been applied for, however, no provision for mini buses or coaches seems to have been factored in which will rule out educational trips.
Only one disabled space has been allocated, which the Council views as inadequate.
The application repeatedly refers to the location as being off Birch Road. This is incorrect. The road in question is the Ellesmere Road.
A drainage statement has not been included, although it has been noted that the surface will be permeable. Water run off will be presumably directed into the canal.
To conclude, the Parish Council is supportive, however, the issue of safe pedestrian access from/to the town must be reviewed and a resolution found.

Reference:  26/01384/LBC  (validated: 21/04/2026)
Address:  British Waterways, Birch Road, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 9AA
Proposal:  Repair and alteration of Ellesmere Yard to improve access, replace garages and bin stores with new operational and boater facilities buildings, provide flexible reuse of existing buildings for operational, commercial, community and visitor uses, and create a new vehicle access, parking, landscaping and pedestrian links
Applicant: Canal & River Trust (National Waterway Museum, South Pier Road , Ellesmere Port, Cheshire, CH65 4FW, United Kingdom)
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TDHX5ZTDHPZ00
The Councillors requested that the same comments be returned as for the previous/above application: 
The Parish Council is largely supportive of this application with some caveats.
There is no suitable/safe pedestrian access to the proposed car park from the town. Having had various conversations with the Yard over many years, the need for a bridge for safe pedestrian access has been discussed and believed, by this Council, to be a main aspiration. It is disappointing to note that this has not been mentioned in these proposals. Safe access is essential and should not be compromised upon. Currently, the proposed access point is onto a 60mph road from a concealed entrance. The Council noted 25 spaces have been applied for, however, no provision for mini buses or coaches seems to have been factored in which will rule out educational trips.
Only one disabled space has been allocated, which the Council views as inadequate.
The application repeatedly refers to the location as being off Birch Road. This is incorrect. The road in question is the Ellesmere Road.
A drainage statement has not been included, although it has been noted that the surface will be permeable. Water run off will be presumably directed into the canal.
To conclude, the Parish Council is supportive, however, the issue of safe pedestrian access from/to the town must be reviewed and a resolution found.

26/01218/VAR  (validated: 31/03/2026)
Address:  Thornleigh, St Martins, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY11 3HD
Proposal:  Variation of Condition No.2 (approved plans) attached to planning permission 25/03235/FUL to allow for amendments.
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TCQ4XTTDHG900
The revised plans were noted. No comments to be returned. 

7	New planning applications received since 6th May 2026– to acknowledge receipt
No new applications have been received. 

8	Planning Decisions notified by Shropshire Council - None received at the time of agenda publication
26/00982/FUL  (validated: 24/03/2026)
Address:  Proposed Live Work Unit East Of Newfields, The Trench, Ellesmere, Shropshire
Proposal:  Conversion of existing garage and adjacent outbuilding to create a single disaggregated live/work unit
Decision:  Refuse

26/00744/FUL  (validated: 06/03/2026)
Address:  3 Pant Cottages , Pant Lane, Dudleston, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 9EP
Proposal:  Part demolition of existing conservatory rebuilt to include timber wall, solid flat roof fitted with lantern roof light, works to existing outbuilding, new roof, doorway entrance, timber porch and new timber decking
Decision:  Grant Permission

9	Appeals – for information purposes - No notifications received
None. 

10	Correspondence – to receive
Proposed Ellesmere Aldi Store – pre planning consultation – to enable Cllrs to report from Meeting
Councillors attended an online presentation regarding the proposals to develop a new Aldi store which will fall within the parish boundary.  Cllr Swanston reported that the access road and attenuation tank will need to be installed in parallel with the new development. The Councillors agreed that the link road will be crucial. Access for construction traffic and deliveries will need close consideration as it should avoid the town centre.  Contracts have been exchanged with the landowner. The development will hopefully provide local job opportunities.  Aldi has been asked to consider local farmers for produce.  The aim is to have the store open in the first quarter of 2028. 89% of people who responded to the consultation responded postiviely.   As the store will fall within the parish area, not the town, it is hoped that the Parish Council will lead in the planning consultation process. 

11	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) [bookmark: _PictureBullets]To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential breaches 
There being no further matters for consideration, the Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 7:38pm. 



